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Letter from leadership 

Camp Archbald holds a special place in the hearts of the tens of thousands of girls and women who 

have experienced its magic. Magic? Yes, magic. Camp Archbald was founded in 1920 for girls and 

young women to develop outdoor leadership skills and discover their courage, confidence and 

character.  Summer camp, which is ultimately the best form of outdoor education, has the magical 

power to enrich lives and provide benefits that last a lifetime -- just ask a camper! 

 

While the camp has fulfilled this mission for nearly 100 years, Camp Archbald has been placed 

under review for potential closure due to declining attendance and economic constraints. If camp 

were to close, Girl Scouts from Northeastern Pennsylvania would face considerable challenges in 

attending a camp close to home. The leadership skills and personal and professional benefits 

gained by every single camper whose presence graces Camp Archbald might be lost, or never 

developed. Moreover, girls would be deprived of unique experiences and lifelong friendships and, 

most of all, history will forever be altered. 

 

In order to prevent this from happening, thousands of people voiced their concerns and opinions on 

social media and a group of dedicated people gathered in January of 2018 to make sure Camp 

Archbald thrives. Fifteen months later, determination and dedication (skills learned at summer 

camp) allowed this group – composed of Girl Scout alumni, friends and supporters – to officially 

establish Supporters of Camp Archbald.  We are now a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization working 

feverishly to ensure Camp Archbald remains active for another 100 years and beyond.  We are 

helping to preserve its beautiful land and history.  We are reinstating quality programming – such as 

day and weekend events - along with two different weeks of overnight resident camp and even a 

family camp!  We also formed relationships with community partners, offered training and facilitated 

activities throughout the region. Most importantly, we are communicating camp’s message to every 

single person (including future campers) who understand the significance of this treasured and 

iconic gem in Kingsley, Pennsylvania.  

 

Our work has just begun.  While 2019 served as our starting point and much progress was made, 

we only scratched the surface.  Camp Archbald needs more -- more maintenance, more usage, 

more revenue, more programming, more attention and more love.  So, we hope you enjoy reading 

this report and join us in celebrating our first year of existence.  Preparations have already begun 

for next year’s centennial milestone.  Indeed, it will be a time for reflection and celebration, but also 

the beginning of our next era, with more to discover and more to accomplish.  We promise to work 

diligently and responsibly as we honor Camp Archbald the way it deserves to be honored.  Thank 

you for allowing us to be your trusted leaders.  

 

Nicole Morristell, President 

Eileen Head, Vice President 

Jamie Puchalski, Secretary 

Gail Rees, Treasurer 
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About Supporters of Camp Archbald (SoCA) 

Camp Archbald was founded in 1920 to provide Girl Scouts with the opportunity to develop outdoor 

leadership skills. While the camp has fulfilled this mission for nearly 100 years, Camp Archbald has 

been placed under review for potential closure due to declining attendance. If camp were to close, 

scouts from Northeast Pennsylvania would face considerable challenges in attending camp.  

 

To address these challenges, a group of dedicated camp advocates formed Supporters of Camp 

Archbald (SoCA), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, to advocate for camp, and scouting at large, 

in Northeastern Pennsylvania. SoCA performs several major functions such as: publicizing the role 

of Camp Archbald in the local community, performing site maintenance, and running an all-

volunteer-run resident camp for scouts ages 6-18. By keeping Camp Archbald alive and thriving, 

SoCA is helping Girl Scouts build the skills needed to unleash their inner G.I.R.L (Go-Getter, 

Innovator, Risk-taker, Leader). 

 

SoCA has continued to maintain the traditional values of camp, while modernizing its programming 

for a new era of scouting.  

 

Our mission 

Supporters of Camp Archbald (SoCA) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 

dedicated to ensuring that future Girl Scouts, along with alumni, supporters, 

families and the surrounding community, have access to the amazing 

opportunities and resources that camp has to offer. We exist to ensure that 

Camp Archbald remains the beautiful and historic property it is today. 

 

 

Our vision 

SoCA’s vision is that equitable access to Girl Scouting and Camp Archbald is preserved for all 

future generations. To accomplish this vision, SoCA provides programming for girls of all 

backgrounds and promotes the future use and preservation of camp for generations to come. 

 

Our goals 

● To promote clear, open, and honest communication between Girl Scout membership, the 

board and administration of Girl Scouts in the Heart of Pennsylvania 

● To encourage, promote, and provide increased quality programming on the camp property 

● To prevent the sale of camp buildings and remaining camp land, preserving Camp Archbald 

for Girl Scout use for the safe enjoyment of all concerned 

● To protect and repair historic camp properties 

● To collaborate with alumni and scouts for assistance in supporting and protecting Camp 

Archbald.  
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Our work and impact 

Throughout this year, SoCA held several events to promote its mission, fundraise, and serve girls in 

Girl Scouting. Our volunteers contributed over 4,900 hours getting ready for camp, repairing camp 

structures, fundraising, completing administrative tasks and promoting SoCA and camp via social 

media. We directly served over 2,200 girls through SoCA programming and camp. We hope to 

raise these numbers for next year and continue our community awareness. 

 

Fundraising and partnership 

During 2019, SoCA legally established itself as a 501(c)(3), cementing its nonprofit status. In doing 

so, the organization formed a board of directors to govern the nonprofit, and multiple committees to 

serve Camp Archbald. We were able to raise $22,700 from multiple events and through the help of 

a local community foundation. In additional to the in-person events, we established accounts with 

Venmo and Paypal, and are able to collect money online, which in turn has increased our donation 

collection and eased the process for families to make payments for resident camp. 

 

Fundraising events: 

 
Purse Bingo – March 31, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jazz Concert – June 23, 2019 
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Kayak for Camp – August 10, 2019 

 

The Community Foundation Fund 

Wishing to have a permanent vehicle for donors to accomplish their philanthropic goals while 

supporting the legacy of Camp Archbald, SOCA created “The Supporters of Camp Archbald Fund” 

at The Community Foundation of the Endless Mountains in Montrose, PA.  This fund serves as a 

repository for donations and will provide an essential stream of income needed to restore, support 

and maintain Camp Archbald.  Many generations of women have attended and worked at the iconic 

Camp Archbald.  Donations are the best way to serve girls today and far into the future.  Our 

partnership with the foundation made perfect sense - they have a long and trusted history of 

accepting and administering donor’s gifts and bequests and, as a community foundation, can 

provide the maximum tax advantage to donors.  

 

Donations may be sent to “The Supporters of Camp Archbald Fund'' at The Community Foundation, 

270 Lake Avenue, Montrose, PA 18801 or made online at www.community-foundation.org. 

 

Individual and business donations are the reason SoCA continues to exist. 

Thank you for your contributions to our cause! Below are our 2019 donors. 

 

$5-24 

Adrien Barshinger-Lambert 

Bethany Youshock 

Chris Smith 

Daneece Jones 

Emily Cresho 

Evan Garrett 

Ginger Schipani 

 

 Helen Foster 

Jamie Puchalski 

Jan Heckman 

Jennifer Vanlouvender 

Katey Blevins 

Mary Roche 

Mary Spering 

Molly Maroney 

 

Noah Penny 

Stefani Lyn 

Susan Conners 

Thea Cochrane 

Tom Loder 

 

 

http://www.community-foundation.org/
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$25-99 

Albert DeHope III 

Alison Herbster 

Amy Broadbent 

Anne Gershey 

Barbara Golob 

Beverly Mizanti 

C. David Kern 

Caroline Rose 

Christina Ann Mellow 

Cindy Garren 

Constance Williams 

David Jolley 

Deborah Sweppenheiser 

Diane Martinez 

Donna Smith 

Doreen Morrow 

Eileen Head 

Elizabeth Caroline 

Emily Carter 

Emily Magnotta Loder 

Eunice Alexander 

Grace Mielczarek 

 

 

$100-249 

Amy Bates 

Anne Wain 

Catherine Buck-Kennedy 

Elizabeth Head 

Fiorelli & Associates 

Jay Scala 

John Loder 

Kate Crowley 

Kathleen Kurosky 

Lucinda Neubert 

Montrose Area Adult School 

NBT Bank, N.A. 

Nicole Morristell 

Patricia Hunter 

Joseph Davitt 

Judy Mercatili 

Kathryn Boehmer 

Kathy Williams 

Kristin Agostini 

Larraine Stanton 

Laura Beth 

Louise Shafer 

Marleen Butler 

Melissa Morgan 

Michelle Prutisto-Mellow 

Nancy Howell 

Pat Acker 

Patricia Green 

Peter Butler 

Sandra Reese 

Stephen & Ellen Casey 

Susan Connors 

Tracey Metcalf 

Veronica Dende 

Victoria Laird 

Wendy Youshock 

 

Peter Quigg 

Ruth Boehne 

Susan Vining Brooks 

Virginia John 

YMCA of Wilkes-Barre 
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$250-499 

Sara Anderson 

Virginia Goodrich 

NET Federal Credit Union 

Gail E. Rees 

 

$500-749 

Joanne Stetz 

Janet Comerford 

Walter Schautz Foundation 

 

$1,000+ 

Laurie Tevlin-Klemow 

Laura O’Malley 

Therese Nichols Wise 

Janet Wenzel 

 

If we missed anyone, we apologize. Thank you all again for your continued support! 

 

 

Community outreach & events 

SoCA continues to hold general meetings every other month in a rotating location. Members can 

attend the meetings and find out what is happening and how they can stay involved. Currently, 

SoCA’s membership is about 500 people, all over the country. Members receive a monthly 

newsletter highlighting upcoming events. 

 

Throughout the course of this year, SoCA held several events to promote the organization’s mission 

of serving Girl Scouts in the area and at Camp Archbald. In doing so, the organization facilitated, 

participated in and hosted events that promoted outdoor programming, community partnerships, 

and the preservation of camp property. Such activities included: 

 

Outdoor programming: 

● Archery facilitator training 

● Archery events for troops and service units 

● High and low ropes facilitator training 

● Ropes course facilitation for troops and service units 

● Boating facilitator training 

● Lifeguard training 

● Waterfront facilitation for troops and service units 
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● Badge and patch support (tree identification/birding/hiking/fire building/campfire 

cooking/nature/leave-no-trace principles) 

● Service unit camporee support 

 

Community outreach relationships: 

● Montrose Area Adult School tour 

● Local schools, colleges and universities 

● Lackawanna Sanctuary 

● Pocono Lake Ecological Observatory Network 

● Community Foundation of the Endless Mountains 

● Susquehanna Kayak & Canoe 

 

Preserving a beautiful ecosystem and 100-year legacy: 

● Approached EL Rose Conservancy about a conservation easement at Camp Archbald and 

put them in touch with GSHPA 

● Involved Preservation PA to advertise Camp 

Archbald's need for assistance   

● Coordinated with Preservation PA to work to 

protect Ely Lake’s water/wood/wetland/meadow 

ecosystems 

● Held a heart bombing event to announce our 

partnership with Preservation PA  

● Established a 100th anniversary celebration 

committee to develop and coordinate efforts in 

2020 for girls, troops, alumni and the community 

at Camp Archbald 

 

Resident camp 

This past summer, SoCA hosted resident camp for the second year in a row. We were able to offer 

two weeks of camp this year, and we more than doubled our attendance! We went from a 65 

percent fill rate in 2018 to a 72 percent fill rate in 2019. Several of the programs were full, and we 

even had a waiting list for our horse-riding programs. 

 

Our camp is run completely by volunteers. We try to keep the costs down so that any girl who 

would like to attend is able to do so. We provided $2,670 in camperships (or camp scholarships) 

this past summer, hence assisting 23 girls.  Camp attendees spanned from 15 different counties in 

the Pennsylvania council, along with a few from the states of New York and New Jersey. And, 19 

girls became registered Girl Scouts in order to attend camp. 

 

During this past summer's camp, we had 10 girls attend the two-week Counselor-in-Training (CIT) 

program. As part of this program, they came up with a service project to benefit camp.  They 
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designed and created a small, removable wooden bridge to span the creek between the waterfront 

area and where the canoes and kayaks are stored. This makes accessing the boats much easier 

for staff and for campers. 

 

In planning for summer camp 2020, we're most excited because all programs are a direct result of 

girl feedback and input! In the fall, we hosted three camper council events throughout the northeast 

to get girl input for camp: from program ideas, to food suggestions, to items to sell at the Trading 

Post. We used this feedback to design the programs for summer camp 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A look ahead 

SoCA has ambitious goals in 2020 as they continue to pursue and elevate the organization’s 

mission. In doing so, SoCA has plans to extend its programming. SoCA also plans to host two 

weeks of resident camp again and is on track to hit its attendance goals for camp. 

 

Some of the specific 2020 items we hope to achieve are: 

• Serve over 180 girls at resident camp 

• Offer 2+ major fundraising events 

• Offer training for older girls and adults who will then volunteer at resident camp 
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In order to continue providing quality service to the community, SoCA has set the following 

fundraising targets: 

• $1,500 from Giving Tuesday Facebook campaign (December 1) 

• $3,000 for the 100th anniversary celebration 

• $3,000 for camperships 

• $3,000 for operating expenses 

• $3,000 for camp upkeep 

 

2020 events 

As part of the 100th anniversary celebration, a committee has 

been formed to offer programming to current Girl Scouts and 

the community. Below are some of the events that we are 

planning to hold at camp or virtually.  

 

Patch in a box – All year long: Visitors to Camp Archbald will be 

able to complete a list of activities involving the history of camp, 

a scavenger hunt and other awesome items and in completion 

will be mailed a special girl-designed 100th anniversary patch. 

 

February - all month: Fall in love with the 100th anniversary – A digital highlight of camp buildings 

and places that made you fall in love with Camp Archbald. Check out our social media for details. 

 

March 8 – 14: A digital review of 100 years of camp history in conjunction with Girl Scout week. 

Have old candid camp photos or unit pictures? Send them to centuryteamforsoca@gmail.com 

 

Postponed due to COVID-19 

April 26: Cast Iron Cook Off – Open to current Girl Scouts, this event will have girls face off in a 

cooking challenge using only cast-iron cookware. Girls are given a secret ingredient and have to 

complete the dish using the ingredient. 

 

Postponed due to COVID-19 

July 17-19: Camp Archbald Reunion – Open to former campers, counselors, and staff members 

 

August 30: Educational lecture series – Have you heard about the educational offerings at camp? 

Join us for this digital lecture series about the environment.  

 

September 12: S'more Fun at Camp Archbald – A big day for Camp Archbald! Join us as we 

celebrate the 100th anniversary of Camp Archbald. Some activities include tours of camp, 

troop/family photos, arts and crafts, service projects and more. Mark your calendars, this day will 

be a spectacular! 
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Camp Archbald will be turning 100 in 2020! If you want to reach us, please contact the committee 

chairs at centuryteamforsoca@gmail.com 

 

Conclusion 

2019 was a banner year for SoCA. SoCA held program events for girls, community events for those 

new to camp and fundraising efforts on behalf of Camp Archbald. Although our efforts exceeded 

expectations, we will continue to raise the bar and work to serve even more girls, adults, and 

community members. 

 

In 2018, we served 82 girls at resident camp. In 2019 we nearly doubled our numbers, serving 158 

girls. Building on this strong growth we aim to serve 180 girls at resident camp in 2020. 

 

SoCA is excited for the year ahead, and is proud of the headway made as an organization in 2019. 

Thank you for supporting our organization. In 2020, we will continue to advance our organization’s 

mission, vision, and provide for the future of scouting in Northeastern Pennsylvania. 

 

The wonderful work that SoCA does would not be possible without the continued support of our 

volunteers.  

 

There are many ways to get involved in SoCA:   

• Make a donation 

• Volunteer at resident camp 

• Help on a committee 

• Donate supplies for programs, camp or events 

• Spread the news about SoCA via social media 

• Bring a friend and help at camp work days 

• Hold events at camp 

• Help plan and run SoCA related events 

• Fundraise on behalf of SoCA 

• Send your favorite Girl (Scout) to resident camp! 

 

 

 

For more information on how YOU can get involved, visit 

wwww.supportersofcamparchbald.org. 

 

 

 

mailto:centuryteamforsoca@gmail.com
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Thank you to our donors, members, volunteers, and partners. 

 

2019 Board Members 

Nicole Morristell, President 

Eileen Head, Vice President 

Jamie Puchalski, Secretary 

Gail Rees, Treasurer 

Laura O’Malley, Member at-large 

Joan Otto Esherick, Member at-large 

 

2019 SoCA Committee Chairs 

Finance – BM Stevens 

Marketing and Communications – Emily Loder 

Research and History – Annette Varcoe and Holly Legate 

Legal – Deb Sweppenheiser and Eileen Head 

Resident Camp – Jamie Puchalski 

100th Anniversary – Pat Acker, Kate Crowley, Emily Loder 

Property – Pat Acker 

Older Girl Programming – Joan Peterson Bernhardt and Diane Dalton 

Membership – Emily Loder 

Program – Lydia Surridge 

Fundraising – Jasmine Pollock 

 

 


